Cross-infection in dentistry: an appraisal of the control guidelines with regard to contamination of dental unit water systems.
The emergence of the human immunodeficiency virus in the last 10 years generated renewed concern over the possibility of transmission of this and other infectious agents through dental treatment. In this article, evidence for contamination of the dental unit water systems with microorganisms probably originating from the dental handpieces during dental operative procedures is presented. The significance of this finding in relation to existing infection control guidelines is discussed.